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Blepharopsis mendica in Euphrates region of South Turkey 

( Mantodea , Empusidae ) 


Muhabbet Kemal 1 Ahmet Omer Ko^ak 


Abstract: Blepharopsis mendica in Euphrates region of South Turkey (. Mantodea , Empusidae). 
CesaNews 138: 1-4, 12 figs. 1 map. 

This short article deals with occurence of Blepharopsis mendica in Euphrates region (South 
Turkey). Nocturnal activity, feeding behaviour of this mantid is briefly discussed with illustrations 
in nature. Faunistically, the species is new to Gaziantep Province (South Turkey). 
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The genus Blepharopsis was established by Rehn (1902) in the family Empusidae. 
Ehrmann (2011) listed 13 genera of Mantodea from Turkey and Cyprus without citing their 
families. The species under discussion Mantis mendica was described by Fabricius in 1775, which 
is currently considered as a valid name in the genus Blepharopsis. The synonymy of several names 
in the species was mentioned by Ehrmann (2011). The suspicious or ambiguous records of this 
species in Turkey were discussed by Ehrmann (2011). He also evaluated a single male from Birecik 
(Urfa Province), captured by himself on 8 vii 1996 2 , as a new record for Turkey. 

During the recent excursions to Nizip, realized by the authors (Kemal & Ko^ak, 2017), three 
specimens of this species were obtained during night collecting moths. This latest field study 
reveals that Blepharopsis mendica inhabits in the dry steppe of the low, calcareous hilly area in the 
Euphrates region. The adult activity of this species begins in April already. 

The adults are nocturnal, and insectivor. The collected specimens were apparently attracted 
by a large number of moths concentrated to the light trap (Figs. 1-11). These mantids ate the bodies 


1 Asst. Prof. Dr. Muhabbet Kemal, Yiiziincu Yil University, Faculty of Science, Dept, of Biology, Campus, Van / Turkey, 
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2 This specimen was deposited in “SMNK”: Staatliches Museum fur Naturkunde Karlsruhe, Germany. 
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of the following moths (Fig. 12): Rhodostrophia discopunctata (Geometridae), Cynaeda gigantea 
(Pyralidae), also Calophasia platyptera (Noctuidae) (Kemal & Romaic, 2017). 

This species has a wide distribution in Africa and SW Asia (Map 1). The present record of 
the species is the second provincial one in Turkey. 

Material studied : 2 ex. Gaziantep Prov., Nizip, Kizilcakent 575m, 23 4 2017; 1 ex from same 
province and district, Samandoken 430m 25 4 2017, M. Kemal & A.Kogak leg. (coll. Cesa-33). 




Figs. 1-6. Various images of Blepharopsis mendica, Nizip, Kizilcakent 575m, on 23 4 2017 early in the morning 6.17 
a.m. M. Kemal (Cesa) 
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Figs. 7- 11. Various images of Blepharopsis mendica, Nizip, Samandoken 430m on 25 4 2017 early in the morning 5.46 
a.m. M. Kemal (Cesa) 
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Fig. 12 - Wings on the earth, the rest of the moth specimens, eaten by Blepharopsis mendica at Kizilcakent 575 m 
(Nizip, Gaziantep Prov.), on 23 4 2017. M. Kemal (Cesa) 



References 

Ehrmann, R., 2011, Mantodea from Turkey and Cyprus (Dictyoptera, Mantodea ).Articulata 26 (1): 1-42. 
Kemal, M. & A.O.Ko^ak, 2017, On the vernal Lepidoptera fauna of Nizip-Birecik district - Euphrates 
region in South Turkey. Cesa News 137: 1-20. 


4 



Nr. 138 


CesaNews 

Centre for Entomological Studies Ankara 


18 June 2017 


Cesa News 

Cesa News is a peer reviewed online serial of the Centre for Entomological Studies Ankara (Cesa), established in 2008 . It 
appears at irregular intervals as PDF format and includes original articles of the research workers of the Centre, 
regarding on various subjects on Entomology. The publication language is English or Turkish. Cesa News is archived 
online at “Internet Archive” since 2011 , in accordance with the publication rules of the ICZN. 

Cesa News is an open-access serial, distributed under the terms of the “Creative Commons Attribution License ”, which 
permits free use, and distribution in any medium, provided the original author(s) and source are credited. 



Centre for BntomoioQtoai studies Angara 


(A scientific Consortium) 

(co-operation of research workers for pure-scientific, not commercial purpose) 


Web Page of the Cesa: http://www.cesa-tr.org/ - Digital Library of the Cesa: https://archive. 0 rg/details/@cesa 
Scientific Serials; Priamus & Priamus Supplement (print and online versions) (ISSN 1015-8243) 3 , Miscellaneous Papers (print and 
online versions) (ISSN 1015-8235) 4 , Memoirs (print and online versions) (ISSN-8227) 5 DVD Films 6 , Iconographia Insectorum 7 
(online), Cesa Publications on African Lepidoptera (online) 8 , Cesa News (online) 9 , Cesa Books (online) 10 

Owners / Sahipleri - Editors / Yayincilar: Prof. em. Dr. Ahmet Omer Kogak (c/o Yiizuncu Yil University, Van, Turkey), Asst. 
Prof. Dr. Muhabbet Kemal Kogak (c/o Yuzuncii Yil University, Van, Turkey). 

Editorial Board of all Scientific Serials of the CESA / Biitiin Bilimsel Yayinlarin Yayin Kurulu: Insecta, taxonomy, 
nomenclature, ecology, faunistics: Prof. Dr. Ahmet Omer Kogak (Yiizuncu Yil Universitesi, Turkey), Asst. Prof. Dr. Muhabbet 
Kemal Kogak (Yiizuncu Yil University, Turkey). 

Chief referees of all Scientific Serials of the CESA: Prof. em. Dr. Ahmet Omer Kogak & Asst. Prof. Dr. Muhabbet Kemal Kogak: 
Insecta, taxonomy, nomenclature, fauna, ecology, catalogues, checklists of the Old World. 

Expert referees according to the subject areas: Dr. Peter Huemer (Austria): Gelechiidae, and some Microlepidoptera groups in 
Palaearctic (Lepidoptera). Dr. J. B. Heppner (U.S.A.): Microlepidoptera of Nearctic and Neotropical. Dr. G. Baldizzone (Italy): 
Coleophoridae (Lepidoptera). Dr. V. Korneyev (Ukraine): Tephritidae, Pyrgotidae, Ulidiidae (Diptera). Prof. Dr. Y.G. Verves 
(Ukraine): Sarcophagidae (Diptera). Dr. Daniel Burckhardt (Switzerland): Psyllidae (Homoptera). Prof. Dr. E. Heiss (Austria): 
Hemiptera. Dr. R. Ehrmann (Germany): Mantodea. Prof. Dr. Mustafa Unal (Bolu, Turkey): Orthoptera. Prof. Dr. Hiiseyin Ozdikmen 
(Turkey): Coleoptera. Prof. Dr. Suat Kiyak (Turkey): Hemiptera, Hymenoptera (Cynipidae). 

Plant taxonomy, flora and vegetation : Assoc. Prof. Dr. Murat Unal, Asst. Prof. Dr. Mesut Pmar, (Yiiziincii Yil University, Van, 
Turkey). 

Editorial policy: The submitted manuscript is evaluated by the Chief Editor and Referee. In case of need, the manuscript is sent to 
expert referees according to the subject areas. 


| ALL RIGHTS RESERVED | 


Correspondences should be addressed to: Prof. em. Dr. Ahmet Omer Kogak, c/o Yuzuncii Yil University, Fen Fakiiltesi, Biyoloji 
Bolumii, Kampus, Van / Turkey. - e-mail: cesa tr@yahoo.com.tr 

All the serials of the Cesa are archived regularly by the Internet Archive (300 Funston Ave., San Francisco, CA 94118, U.S.A.), 
in accordance with the rules of the International Codes of Zoological Nomenclature (ICZN) 

https://archive.org/ 

and Zoological Record, 

Thomson Reuters, 

Enterprise House, Innovation Way, Heslington, York, YOIO 5NQ, United Kingdom 
ts-emea-york.dcsadmins@thomson.com 


3 http://www.cesa-tr.org/Priamus.htm http://www.cesa-tr.org/Pri.htm 

4 http://www.cesa-tr.org/Miscell.htm 

s http://www.cesa-tr.org/Memoirs.htm 

6 http://www.cesa-tr.org/CDF.htm 

7 http://www.cesa-tr.org/Icon.htm 

8 http://www.cesa-tr.org/CPAL.htm 

9 http://www.cesa-tr.org/ Cesanews.htm 

10 http://www.cesa-tr.org/Cesabooks.htm 


5 


